
         

Director’s Corner
Fall has clearly arrived in Maine with cold temperatures and 
colorful foliage. It is peak season in the shipping business and 
everyone is busy, but we are busier than ever due to many dys-
functional areas in the logistics and regulatory arena. We have 
publicized the many changes in the ocean shipping, trucking 
and rail industries in the last year, with none of  these modalities 
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is schedule unreliability, errors on bills of  lading, shortage of  
truck power, rail congestion, and increased demurrage charges. 
Are we at the bottom of  the service deterioration slide? I don’t 
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dealing with problems and trying to keep the problems from disrupting your business.  

On top of  the shipping chaos, we have been communicating to all of  our members about 
the tax reform bill and the impact for beverage importers. We have added staff  to assist 
our members in understanding and analyzing the impact of  the tax bill and realizing the 
refunds that are due under the new law. We can help, and you will see the impact on your 
bottom line. 

WSSA continues to grow globally and contribute globally. We work hand in hand with Al-
batrans to develop and market new services. In this update, you will see announcements 
on our expansion in South Africa, new programs from Mexico, and continued upgrades 
in our global insurance program. We are also very proud to launch a new “green” initia-
tive, putting our support behind companies that endeavor to clean up the world’s oceans, 
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are contributing to this effort and to other local initiatives such as our Albatrans Mexico 
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these initiatives, and we look forward to the positive impact our efforts will create in 
these sectors. 

Shipping Update and Outlook 

All reports continue to point to the demise in service from ocean carriers, from 
transit time and schedule reliability to basic customer service functions. On a daily 
basis we are dealing with unreliable booking mechanisms, equipment problems, and 
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tell as we do not see measures implemented to improve the service structure and 
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ments. WSSA’s solution is to continue our methodology of  contracting with the 
key carriers in every trade lane and capitalizing on our long term relationships to 
manage a dysfunctional system. We rely on the largest carriers as well as the niche 
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continue to work diligently with our carrier network, and provide the best service 
possible to our customers. 



Shipping from Mexico? Make sure to stay up to date on these newest regulations…

New Direct LCL Service Between Mexico, USA and Canada!

Mexico Announces New Rule for 
Driver Service Hours
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Many steamship lines are making customers aware of  this new regulation by sending out regular communication bulletins and in-
structions on how to obtain the stickers. If  you have questions on this new regulation, feel free to contact us or reach out to your 
freight forwarder.
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this bi-weekly service, we are proud to serve our customers by offering door to door competitive rates and safe, secure 
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new regulation regarding the hours of  service and rest 
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Due to these new stipulations, many trucking companies 
are notifying customers that transit times for most lanes 
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hour increase depending on the distance of  the move. 
For your truck shipments out of  Mexico, please be aware 
that transit times may increase, and extra time should be 
built in to your overall supply chain process. 

WSSA GRAPEVINE
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New Trade Deal Reached for US, 
Mexico, and Canada!
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changes to the verbiage surrounding dairy products, dispute 
resolution between the three countries, limits to tax-free online 
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lawmakers dispute or support the deal. It is still unclear wheth-
er the preliminary deal will impact the steel and aluminum tar-
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advised of  any new developments.

East Coast Service
Veracruz/Altamira to NY and Montreal port – 
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West Coast Service
Manzanillo to Los Angeles and Vancouver port – 
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professionals about how this service can satisfy your transportation needs. 
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WSSA & Albatrans in South Africa

WSSA London Logistics Event 

WSSA at WOTVS Member Luncheon 
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to expand our footprint in South Africa, WSSA’s Managing Director, Alison Leavitt, along 
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Wine Fair.

WSSA and Albatrans had the opportunity to meet with producers, taste product, and learn 
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kicked off  this event with a private tour of  Lloyds of  London, viewing historical documents and the Lu-
tine Bell, and followed with an educational and networking gathering.  Members, customers, and partners 
were able to learn more about the challenges facing the global logistics industry, how to mitigate your risk 
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was a great success and we will be back in London again—with the next session an evaluation of  the 
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to be a supporter of  this groundbreaking organization. 

PAGE 3

WSSA GRAPEVINE

Cargo Insurance:  ZERO Deductible
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has developed a program with a zero deductible option. Members receive the same great coverage, with op-
tions to protect against temperature damage, duty/tax, and domestic shipments, and do not have to worry 
about meeting a deductible amount should loss occur. If  our zero deductible insurance option is something 
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Managing Director: Alison Leavitt
Director of  Operations: Heather Randolph
Contract Manager:
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Program Manager: Gretchen Veevaert
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ping contracts on behalf  of  importers and distributors in the bever-
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transportation by land, sea, or air, enables our members to tap into a 
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WSSA was founded by the Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of  America
(WSWA) and the National Association of  Beverage Importers 
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industry executives.WSSA combines the total volume of  its member 
shipments to achieve preferential rates and service from each of  its 
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members to compete in the global wine and spirits marketplace.
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agement from door to door. WSSA also provides a comprehensive 
marine insurance program unmatched by any others in the industry. 
Our members can quantify the savings with each shipment and our 
commitment to personal service makes WSSA unique.
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We make shipping affordable, efficient, and possible for all members! 

Winter Wine Program 2018-2019
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Blue Ocean Initiative Announcement 
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